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c. If the livestock is in the custody of an aggrieved party or livestock care provider, a 
rebuttable presumption arises that the livestock has trespassed or strayed from the control 
of the livestock owner. The rebuttable presumption shall not apply if a criminal charge has 
been filed involving the removal or transfer of the livestock. The burden of proof regarding 
all other matters of dispute shall be on the aggrieved party. 

d. The failure of an aggrieved party to provide notice as required by section 169C.3 shall 
not bar the aggrieved party from being awarded ajudgment, if the court determines that the 
livestock owner had actual knowledge that the livestock had trespassed or strayed and the 
name and address of the aggrieved party. 

2. If a civil action is brought by the livestock owner or aggrieved party, the matter shall be 
heard by a court on an expedited basis. The aggrieved party shall provide for the transfer of 
the livestock to the livestock owner, if the livestock owner posts a bond or other security with 
the court in the amount of the aggrieved party's claim. If a bond or security is not posted, the 
aggrieved party or livestock care provider shall keep custody of and provide maintenance to 
the livestock. However, the livestock owner shall post the bond or other security if the matter 
is set for hearing more than thirty days from the date that the petition bringing the civil 
action is filed. The court shall order the immediate disposition of the livestock as provided 
in chapter 717, if the livestock is permanently distressed by disease or injury to a degree that 
would result in severe or prolonged suffering. 

3. If a civil action is not timely brought as provided in this section, title to the livestock 
shall transfer to the aggrieved party thirty days following receipt of the notice by the live­
stock owner or the first date of the notice's publication as required pursuant to section 
169C.3, if the parties fail to agree to the amount, terms, or conditions of payment or if the 
identity of the livestock owner cannot be determined. Title to the livestock shall transfer 
subject to any applicable security interests or liens. 

4. A landowner is liable to the livestock owner for twice the fair market value of livestock 
that the landowner transfers to a person other than a local authority in violation of section 
169C.2. 

5. If the aggrieved party is a local authority, the local authority shall reimburse the land­
owner for the landowner's damages from proceeds received from the sale of the livestock, 
after satisfying any superior security interests or liens. 

Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes ef­
fect upon enactment. 

Approved April 22 , 1997 

CHAPTER 58 
NOTARIAL ACTS - REGISTRARS OF VITAL STATISTICS 

S.F.232 

AN ACT relating to notarial acts and providing an effective date. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 9E.I0, subsection 1, Code 1997, is amended by adding the following 
new paragraph: 

NEW PARAGRAPH. e. A registrar of vital statistics or a designee of a registrar of vital 
statistics. 
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Sec. 2. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, takes ef­
fect upon enactment. 

Approved April 22, 1997 

CHAPTER 59 
RESTORATION OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION 

PRACTICES - DISASTER EMERGENCY 
S.F.235 

AN ACT providing authority to soil and water conservation district commissioners to allocate 
moneys for the emergency restoration of permanent soil and water conservation practices. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section ISlA 7, Code 1997, is amended by adding the following new subsec­
tion: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 15. To provide for the restoration of permanent soil and water con­
servation practices which are damaged or destroyed because of a disaster emergency as 
provided in section ISlA 75. 

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. IS1A75 USE OF MONEYS FOR EMERGENCY REPAIRS. 
1. The commissioners of a district may allocate moneys otherwise available for voluntary 

financial incentive programs as provided in section ISlA 73 to provide for the restoration of 
permanent soil and water conservation practices which are damaged or destroyed because 
of a disaster emergency. In providing for the restoration, the commissioners may allocate 
moneys under this section for construction, reconstruction, installation, or repair projects. 
For each project the commissioners must determine that the allocation is necessary in order 
to restore permanent soil and water conservation practices in order to prevent erosion in 
excess of the applicable soil loss limits caused by the disaster emergency. 

2. In order to allocate moneys under this section, the disaster emergency must have oc­
curred in an area subject to a state of disaster emergency pursuant to a proclamation made 
by the governor as provided in section 29C.S. The commissioners shall use the moneys only 
to the extent that moneys from other sources, including any moneys provided by the state or 
federal government in response to the disaster emergency, are not adequate. The commis­
sioners are not required to allocate the moneys on a cost-share basis. 

3. Following the disaster emergency, the commissioners shall submit a report to the 
committee providing information regarding restoration projects and moneys allocated un­
der this section for the projects. 

Approved April 22 , 1997 


